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                             INDEPENDENCE     DAY

Polish Independence Day was made a national holiday in 1937. It is celebrated  to commemorate the restoration of Poland as an independent state after 123 years of partition by Russia, Prussia and Austria. Until independence in 1918, there had been no Poland on the map. The partitioned areas were called Russian Poland, German Poland and Austrian Poland, and they were administered by the three foreign governments.

The Armistice was signed on 11 November 1918 and on that day Józef Piłsudski - a prominent, esteemed military and political leader - was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Forces and asked to form a government. He remained as Head of State until 1922 and as Prime Minister until 1930.

After the Second World War, the Communist authorities removed Independence Day from the calendar, but in the 1980s people began to put flowers on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Piłsudski Square in Warsaw on each 11 November. Eventually, the holiday was reinstated by the Sejm in 1989.

Now Polish Independence Day is one of the most important holidays on the Polish calendar. The principal event is held in Warsaw at Piłsudski Square, but all over the country  there are parades and ceremonies to honour the occasion. Both participants and observers carry Polish flags. Flags also embellish houses, buildings, buses and trams. Independence Day has become one of the most important celebrations in Poland.

Canada recognizes 11 November as Armistice Day, the day many years ago in which the Allied Forces signed the declaration to end the First World War. It was signed on the 11th hour, the 11th day of the 11th month. On 11 November Canadians stand silent for one minute at 11 a.m. to honour those who died for their freedom.    
